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FEBRUARY 21ST, 2021 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

As We Gather  

 

PRELUDE                                          “A Mighty Fortress is Our God"              Johann Pachelbel 

 

WELCOME AND GREETING                                                                                         Pastor Tom                    
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE                              

  

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

 and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

ALL Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

 have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done  

 and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

 heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

 present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

 mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

 Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 

 sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives 

 the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

 May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the 

 day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

  

 

OPENING HYMN                          “Christ the Life of All the Living”                    LSB 420 

 

Christ, the Life of all the living, 

Christ, the death of death, our foe, 

Who, Thyself for me once giving 

To the darkest depths of woe: 

Through thy suff'rings, death, and merit 

I eternal life inherit. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

         Continued …. 
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Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee 

Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod; 

Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, 

0 Thou sinless Son of God! 

Thus didst Thou my soul deliver 

From the bonds of sin forever. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

Thou hast borne the smiting only 

That my wounds might all be whole; 

Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, 

Rest to give my weary soul; 

Yea, the curse of God enduring, 

Blessing unto me securing. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

Heartless scoffers did surround Thee, 

Treating Thee with shameful scorn 

And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee. 

All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne, 

That as Thine Thou mightest own me 

And with heav'nly glory crown me. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

        

 GREETING   

P    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the    

       Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C   And also with you. 

P    Let us pray….     

C   Amen. 
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RESPONSIVE PSALM                          Teach Me Your Paths                            Psalm 25:1–10  

 

R 1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

C 2 O my God, in you I trust; 

    let me not be put to shame; 

    let not my enemies exult over me. 

R 3 Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 

    they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

C 4 Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

    teach me your paths. 

R 5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

    for you are the God of my salvation; 

    for you I wait all the day long. 

C 6 Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 

    for they have been from of old. 

R 7 Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

    according to your steadfast love remember me, 

    for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 

C 8 Good and upright is the LORD; 

    therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 

R 9 He leads the humble in what is right, 

    and teaches the humble his way. 

 

ALL 10 All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

    for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

            
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
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READING                                         The Sacrifice of Isaac                             Genesis 22:1–18 

 1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he 

said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go 

to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains 

of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, 

and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the 

burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the 

third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said 

to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy[a] will go over there and 

worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering 

and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went 

both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, 

“Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a 

burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt 

offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 9 When they came to the place 

of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and 

bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham 

reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of 

the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I 

am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know 

that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from 

me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, 

caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up 

as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that 

place, “The LORD will provide” as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall 

be provided.” 15 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from 

heaven 16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done 

this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will 

surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 

seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your 

offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my 

voice.”          

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

    

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+22%3A1%E2%80%9318&version=ESV#fen-ESV-553a
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GOSPEL READING                    The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus                Mark 1:9–15             

 9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 

the Jordan. 10 And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens 

being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from 

heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 12 The Spirit immediately 

drove him out into the wilderness. 13And he was in the wilderness forty days, 

being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were 

ministering to him.14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming 

the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 

hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”         

P This is the Gospel of the Lord! 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON HYMN                        “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”                             LSB 423 

Jesus, refuge of the weary, 

Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life's desert dreary, 

Savior from the world above: 

Often have Your eyes, offended, 

Gazed upon the sinner's fall; 

Yet upon the cross extended, 

You have borne the pain of all. 

Do we pass that cross unheeding, 

Breathing no repentant vow, 

Though we see You wounded, bleeding, 

See Your thorn-encircled brow? 

Yet Your sinless death has brought us 

Life eternal, peace, and rest; 

Only what Your grace hath taught us 

Calms the sinner's deep distress. 

    

 

 

 

 

Jesus, may our hearts be 

burning 

With more fervent love for 

You; 

May our eyes be ever turning 

To behold Your cross anew 

Till in glory, parted never 

From the blessed Savior's side, 

Graven in our hearts forever, 

Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 
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MESSAGE            God’s Holy Arm 

                       Psalm 98 

                Pastor Tom Zucconi 

 

For Thought and Consideration 

 

This past year has been a “Year of Ash.” The pandemic, political unrest, and late winter 

deep freeze are all real reminders of the reality of death, disappointment, and decay. 

Lent is meant to propel us forward to Easter, a season of resurrection, a reminder that 

the Lord is ultimately in control and we are in His loving arms. Read Psalm 98 this week. 

In fact, read it several times. How does your spirit and mind respond to the words of the 

psalmist? If you were to write something similar, what would you thank the Lord in a 

“Year of Ash?”   

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

     Creator of heaven and earth. 

         

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

          and born of the virgin Mary. 

     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

          was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     On the third day He rose again. 

     He ascended into heaven, 

          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

  

P    Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people  

       according to their needs. 
  

Pastor Tom will lead the congregation in prayer. 

  

P   Into Your hands, eternal God, we offer our prayers, trusting Your love through,     

      Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C    Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

  

P   Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
  

    

Our Father, Who art in heaven,  

        hallowed be Thy name. 

   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,  

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

   Give us this day our daily bread, 

        and forgive us our trespasses, 

        as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

   And lead us not into temptation,  

        but deliver us from evil. 

   For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

        and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT ~ SETTING THREE 

PREFACE 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
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SANCTUS                                                                                                    LSB, p. 195 

 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

 Heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. Hosanna, 

 Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.  

 Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He who com-eth in the name of the 

Lord.  

 Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

C Amen. 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD                                                                                                                   LSB, p. 198 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

Have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that  

Takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

World, grant us Thy peace, A-men.  
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DISTRIBUTION MUSIC    

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER AND BLESSING 

  

P    Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C    Amen.  

 

CLOSING                               “Christ the Life of All the Living”                   LSB 420, vv.5-7 

Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 

That from pain I might be free; 

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 

Thence I gain security; 

Comfortless Thy soul did languish 

Me to comfort in my anguish. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

Thou hast suffered great affliction 

And hast borne it patiently, 

Even death by crucifixion, 

Fully to atone for me; 

Thou didst choose to be tormented 

That my doom should be prevented. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 

For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 

For Thine anguish in the Garden, 

I will thank Thee evermore, 

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 

For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 

For that last triumphant cry, 

And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 

                 

POSTLUDE                                                        "Lenten Postlude"                                      M. Koch 
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Don’t forget to send in prayer requests to admin@hcdallas.org. We miss you and love 

hearing from you! 

Also, please take advantage of our easy on-line giving option by visiting www.hcdallas.org, 

using the “GIVE” tab for your tithe or offering (U.S. Mail is fine too). 

A special thank you to Angie Nitz, Barry and Marie Canning, Lisa Lai, Mike Zimmerman, 

Alex Zimmerman, Mary Sorensen, Jonathan Malone, Mark Heil, Joan Krause, and Bill 

Doehring for helping with our on-line worship. 

Thank you for your continued prayers and financial support during 2021! 

 


