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NOVEMBER 29TH, 2020 

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

As We Gather  

               

 Today marks the second week of our series titled “People of ADVENTure!” As 

followers of Jesus, we live “between the Advents,” called to be his disciples on a journey of 

faith full of risk and reward. We are people who live in “the now and the not yet,” people 

who are simultaneously saint and sinner, living in and through the redemptive power of 

Jesus to his glory and for the good of our neighbor. We celebrate Christmas but we long 

for him to return and bring all things into unity under his power. Come Lord, Jesus, come 

quickly! Welcome to all who worship with us today, on-site or on-line!  

  

PRELUDE                                       “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                Kevin Hildebrand  

 

WELCOME AND GREETING                                                                                  Rev. Karl Ashcraft  

            Prince of Peace Lutheran School                             
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Please note: This morning our service begins with the Advent Litany. You are invited to 

participate. The congregation reads the portion printed in bold and will sing the last 

portion printed in bold. 

 

ADVENT RESPONSIVE LITANY  

 

WE WAIT IN HOPE            Soloist, Kent Schreyer; Pianist, Joan Krause 

                 Reader: Donna Burke 
                 

Soloist: All creations lies in waiting, in the stillness of the night, with hope anticipating the 

Advent of Eternal Light. 

 

R:  Advent is a time to wait. 

C  We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. 

R  During Advent we wait for the light in the darkness. 

C  We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. 

R  During Advent we wait for freedom from captivity. 

C  We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. 

R  During Advent we wait for comfort in sorrow. 

C  We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. 

R  During Advent we wait for power in weakness. 

C  We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. 

 

Candle Lightning 

 

Reader: This morning we light the first candle. The first candle reminds us that, as we wait 

upon the Lord, God’s light never ceases to shine, God’s will never ceases to unfold, and 

God’s grace never ceases to be felt. As we begin the journey of Advent, may we learn to 

wait upon the Lord with hopeful expectation by celebrating all God has done and 

anticipating all he will do.  

 

C  (sung)    We prepare in hope for the morning Light,  

  For the love of Christ to illuminate the night.  

  We prepare with joy for the Savior’s birth;  

  We prepare in hope for peace on earth.  

 

*Please remain standing for the Invocation and Confession on page 3.  
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE                              

  

P    In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

P    God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of Your people, turning us 

 from our sin to live for You alone. Give us the power of Your Holy Spirit that, 

 attentive to Your Word, we may confess our sins, receive Your forgiveness, and 

 grow into the fullness of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C    Amen. 
 
P    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another: 

  

ALL   Gracious God have mercy on us. In Your compassion forgive us our sins, 

 known and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by Your Spirit 

 so that we may live and serve You in newness of life, to the honor and glory 

 of Your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

P    Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

 Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 keep you in eternal life. 

C    Amen. 

  

OPENING HYMN                “The Advent of Our King”                                LSB 331 

1 The advent of our King 

    Our prayers must now employ, 

And we must hymns of welcome sing 

    In strains of holy joy. 

3 O Zion’s daughter, rise 

    To meet your lowly King, 

Nor let your faithless heart despise 

    The peace He comes to bring. 

6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

    Through all eternity. 

*The congregation may be seated 

 

2 The everlasting Son 

    Incarnate deigns to be, 

Himself a servant’s form puts on 

    To set His servants free. 

 

4 As judge, on clouds of light, 

    He soon will come again 

And His true members all unite 

    With Him in heav’n to reign. 
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RESPONSIVE PSALM                                Restore Us, O God                           Psalm 80:1-7 

                                                                                                          Reader: Donna Burke 

R 1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock. 

 You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 

C 2 Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, 

 stir up your might and come to save us! 

R 3 Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

C 4 O LORD God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people's prayers? 

R 5 You have fed them with the bread of tears and given them tears to drink in full 

 measure. 

C 6 You make us an object of contention for our neighbors, and our enemies laugh 

 among themselves. 
     

ALL  7 Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

    

R This is the Word of the Lord.      

C Thanks be to God! 

 

READING                                                                                                          Isaiah 64:1-9 

  

1 Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 

    that the mountains might quake at your presence— 
2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— 

 to make your name known to your adversaries, 

    and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3 When you did awesome things that we did not look for, 

    you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4 From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, 

 no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. 
5 You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember you in your 

 ways. Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; 

    in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved?  
6 We have all become like one who is unclean, 

    and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. 

We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7 There is no one who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 

    and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 
8 But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

    we are all the work of your hand.   (Continued on page 5) 



5 

 

9 Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, and remember not iniquity forever. 

    Behold, please look, we are all your people. 

 

R This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God! 

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY                                                              Mary Sorensen and Jonathan Malone                          

    

 

 

 

GOSPEL READING                 The Triumphal Entry                            Mark 11:1-10  

  

 11 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into the village in 

front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no one 

has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, 

‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” 4 And they went away 

and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they untied it. 5 And some of 

those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6 And they 

told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. 7 And they brought the colt to 

Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. 8 And many spread their cloaks on 

the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. 9 And those 

who went before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our 

father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 

 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord! 

C Thanks be to God! 
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MESSAGE             People of ADVENTure: Week 2                      Rev. Karl Ashcraft 

                                     

Isaiah 64:8 Yet you, LORD, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the 

work of your hand. 

For thought and consideration this week: 

 

Much of the ADVENTure in following Jesus is about how His Word shapes and forms us 

into a distinct people with Advent hope.  What are places of false hope? How about 

politics, career, spouse, and retirement? What else?  How are these and other places of 

false hope contrasted against the Lord’s unending presence in our lives. How does living 

between the Advents shape us to be people of hope?  

 

MUSIC MINISTRY                                                               Mary Sorensen and Jonathan Malone                          

    

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

     Creator of heaven and earth. 

         

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

          and born of the virgin Mary. 

     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

          was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     On the third day He rose again. 

     He ascended into heaven, 

          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

  

P    Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people  

       according to their needs. 
  

Pastor Tom will lead the congregation in prayer. 

  

P   Into Your hands, eternal God, we offer our prayers, trusting Your love through,     

      Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C    Amen. 

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

  

P   Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
  

    

Our Father, Who art in heaven,  

        hallowed be Thy name. 

   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,  

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

   Give us this day our daily bread, 

        and forgive us our trespasses, 

        as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

   And lead us not into temptation,  

        but deliver us from evil. 

   For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

        and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

  

BLESSING 

  

P    Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C    Amen.  

 

DISMISSAL 

  

P    Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

C    Thanks be to God. 
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CLOSING HYMN                     “Now Thank We All Our God”                           LSB 895 

1 Now thank we all our God 

    With hearts and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things has done, 

    In whom His world rejoices; 

Who from our mothers’ arms 

    Has blest us on our way 

With countless gifts of love 

    And still is ours today. 

 

2 Oh, may this bounteous God 

    Through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts 

    And blessèd peace to cheer us 

And keep us in His grace 

    And guide us when perplexed 

And free us from all ills 

    In this world and the next! 

 

 3 All praise and thanks to God 

    The Father now be given, 

The Son, and Him who reigns 

    With them in highest heaven, 

The one eternal God, 

    Whom earth and heav’n adore; 

For thus it was, is now, 

    And shall be evermore. 
Text: Public domain 

 

POSTLUDE                        “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”                     Kevin Hildebrand                     

 

*If you have not already done so, offering may be deposited in the offering plate as you exit the sanctuary. 

Or, take advantage of our easy on-line giving option by visiting www.hcdallas.org. Thank you for your 

continued prayers and financial support during this challenging season!  

 

http://www.hcdallas.org/

