SEPTEMBER 20TH, 2020
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
As We Gather

PRELUDE

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

WELCOME AND GREETING

Arr. By Don Hustad
Pastor Tom

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE
P In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of Your people, turning us from
our sin to live for You alone. Give us the power of Your Holy Spirit that, attentive
to Your Word, we may confess our sins, receive Your forgiveness, and grow into
the fullness of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God,
C have mercy on us. In Your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by Your Spirit so that we
may live and serve You in newness of life, to the honor and glory of Your holy
name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
P Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life.
C Amen.
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OPENING HYMN

”Lord of All Hopefulness”

LSB 738

1
Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy:
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
2
Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,
Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
3
Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
Your hands swift to welcome, Your arms to embrace:
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
4
Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005056

GREETING
P

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C

And also with you.

P

Let us pray….

C

Amen.
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RESPONSIVE PSALM

The Lord Is My Light and My Salvation

Psalm 27:1-9
Sara Cardwell

R 1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
C 2 When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries and foes,
it is they who stumble and fall.
R 3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war arise
against me, yet I will be confident.
C 4 One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of
the LORD and to inquire in his temple.
R 5 For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the
cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock.
C 6 And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me,
and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make
melody to the LORD.
R 7 Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me!
C 8 You have said, “Seek my face.” My heart says to you, “Your face, LORD, do I
seek.”
ALL 9Hide not your face from me. Turn not your servant away in anger,
O you who have been my help. Cast me not off; forsake me not,
O God of my salvation!
R

This is the Word of the Lord.

C

Thanks be to God!
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READING

The Compassion of The Lord

Isaiah 55:6-9

6

“Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 7 let the
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to
the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon. 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
declares the Lord.9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
R
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

MUSIC MINISTRY
GOSPEL READING

“Multiplied”
Mary Sorensen and Jonathan Malone
Laborers in the Vineyard

Matthew 20:1-16

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a
denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And going out about the third hour he
saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the
vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5 So they went. Going out again
about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6 And about the eleventh hour
he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here
idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go
into the vineyard too.’ 8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to
his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to
the first.’ 9 And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a
denarius. 10 Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more,
but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the
master of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But
he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me
for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker
as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me?
Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first last.”

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
4

MESSAGE

In the Service of the King
Matthew 19:27 – 20:16
Pastor Tom Zucconi

27

Peter answered him, “We have left everything to follow you! What then will
there be for us?”
28

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man
sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or
sisters or father or mother or wife or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred
times as much and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and
many who are last will be first.
For Consideration
As disciples of Jesus we are privileged to be in the service of the King. Yet, that privilege
does not bring us the best seats at the concert or make us first in line to board an airplane.
The privilege of serving the King is a privilege of attitude, an attitude that doesn’t look for
personal gain, but instead looks to make eternal investments in the Kingdom. Where has
Christ called you to make eternal investments? Have you ever stumbled into believing that
you are serving in order to be rewarded? Have you ever grown weary of laboring in the
King’s vineyard? Take your joys and frustrations of service to the King in prayer!

MUSIC MINISTRY

Abide With Me
Mary Sorensen and Jonathan Malone
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day He rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
P

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.
Pastor Tom will lead the congregation in prayer.

P
C

Into Your hands, eternal God, we offer our prayers, trusting Your love through,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, Who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
P
C

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
P
C

Go in peace; serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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CLOSING HYMN

“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”

LSB 680, vv.1, 4, 5

1

Thine the amen Thine the praise
Alleluias angels raise
Thine the everlasting head
Thine the breaking of the bread
Thine the glory Thine the story
Thine the harvest then the cup
Thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up lifted up.
4

Thine the kingdom Thine the prize
Thine the wonder full surprise
Thine the banquet then the praise
Then the justice of Thy ways
Thine the glory Thine the story
Then the welcome to the least
Then the wonder all increasing at Thy feast at Thy feast.
5

Thine the glory in the night
No more dying only light
Thine the river Thine the tree
Then the Lamb eternally
Then the holy holy holy
Celebration jubilee
Thine the splendor Thine the brightness only Thee only Thee.
Text: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005056

*If you have not already done so, offering may be deposited in the offering plate as you exit the sanctuary.
Or, take advantage of our easy on-line giving option by visiting www.hcdallas.org. Thank you for your
continued prayers and financial support!
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